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Answers from last week

for orchestra

Composer’s note

| wrote this piece at a time when | was seeking answers myself. | found them — through
writing this piece, although, in retrospect, it feels like | maybe was asking the wrong
questions.

Three other points which may be of interest; the strings are deliberately subordinate,
the timps deliberately prominent and... the fact that it is apparently in sonata form is an
accident. Probably.

Performance notes

+ Trumpets are notated in C in the score, but may be played on any pitch of instrument as
the player desires; Bb & C parts are provided.

+ It would not be out of the question for the timpanist to take some improvisational
liberties with the cadential material at the close of the piece; the final gesture must be as
written, of course. Also, for certain private aesthetic reasons, | have restricted the timps
practically throughout the piece to three fixed pitches. According to this logic, | suggest it
might be incongruous to introduce any new pitches at the end.

+ For those players that have it, the articulation on the last quaver of b18 is a short jazz
falloff

Duration ~10 minutes

© JSVDW 13/8/02

(revised 26/3/04, 2/4/08)

J. Simon van der Walt

206 Darnley Street, Glasgow, G41 2JH
tedthetrumpet@gmail.com

+44 (0) 141 422 2285
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Clarinet 2 (Bb)
Bassoon 1
Bassoon 2
Horn 1 (F)
Horn 2 (F)
Trumpet 1 (C)
Trumpet 2 (C)
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